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siding with Serbia, and the difficulty of bribing or bargain-
ing with the Italians, sent Flotow's telegram on to Tschir-
schky at Vienna, and told him to discuss the Italian situa-
tion confidentially with Berchtold. He declared that any
territorial extension of Austria, or even an extension of her
influence in the Balkans, would absolutely horrify Italy;
every time there was a question of Austria threatening
Serbia, Italy became extraordinarily nervous; and Italian
support to Serbia would materially increase Russia's lust for
action. It was therefore of the greatest importance, he
believed, that Austria should come to an understanding
with the Cabinet at Rome, and hold out as a bait the pros-
pect of some compensations, such as.Vatona, which formed
part of Albania and would cost Austria nothing but might
not satisfy Italy, or even such a fat morsel as the Trentino,
which would certainly stop the mouths of Austrophobe
public opinion in Italy.121
In accordance with these instructions, and in the absence
of Tschirschky, Stolberg, a Counsellor of the German Em-
bassy at Vienna, "asked Berchtold whether he intended to
get into touch with Italy prior to a possible action against
Serbia. Berchtold replied that up to now he had not
breathed a word of it, and indeed intended to face the Ital-
ian Government with a fait accompli, because he was not
quite sure whether it could keep a secret, and with its Serbo-
phil attitude might easily let some hint leak out at Bel-
grade." 122 Stolberg did not press the point with Berchtold,
preferring to leave the delicate question of compensations
for Tschirschky to deal with. Stolberg, however, had a long
talk with Berchtold's confidential agent, Hoyos, and urged
conciliation toward Italy, but got little satisfaction. Hoyos
suggested compensating Italy with another territory—which
did not belong to Austrian-namely, the Dodecanese..
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